sriffin Hospital
eeds to grow

roposed construction would ease
crowding, add therapy
for cancer patients.

itfin Hospital in Derby has a good
for winning approval from the
's Office of Health Care Access fora
osed expansion and renovation.
e $33 million plan calls for the
Tuction of a three-story, 49,000
te-foot building on four acres it has
1ased that is bordered by Division
tand Route 8.
e hospital wants to shift some
“es — inclading physical therapy,
ac rehabilitation and chemoth erapy
the new building to make room
: more patient beds. Currently,
lances are sometimes turned away
se all the beds are taken.
ffin currently has 118 beds, although
censed for 160.
» number of visits to Griffin’s
sency room has continued to EIOW.
ear, some 37,000 people sought
tent there. According to the standard
the American College of Emergency
ians, a hospital emergency room
23 to 30 beds to handle 40,000
vyear. Griffin has 16. The result js
rowding and delays in receiving
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Our daily media is flooded with
messages from insurance companies
to report insurance fraud when we
see it. But the most egregious insui-
ance fraud is commitied right at
insurance headquarters.

According to the state attorney
general’s Web site, it is the insur-

ance companies, not individuals,
that commit the most egregious

fraud:
® $77 million settlement, St. Paul
Travelers, charged with bid rigging.
w $20 million settlement, The
Hartford Insurance Co., charged with
secret kickbacks.,

B $80 million settlement, Ace

Insurance, charged with bid rigging.
B $153 million settfement, Zurich
Insurance, charged with bid rigging,
These reports are just the tip of
the iceberg, since these companies
gladly pay fines to steer clear of the

1ggest source

it's these same cheats that
successfully lobby legislators
1o strip workers of essential

benefits, convince reguiators

that premium increases are
vital and wrge the capping of
damages on the injured,

publiceye. There is also an easy way
for the perpetrators o pay these huge
SinS: 1aise premivrm rates on s cus-
tomers and convince legislators to
cut the risks that they are supposed
o cover. ‘

What’s worse is that il’s these
same cheats that successfully lobhy
legislators to strip workers of essen-
tial benefits, convince regulators
that premium increases are vital and

urge the capping of damages on the
injured, All results in record insur-
ance industry profits.

In order to “make Connecticut
more competitive,” the Connpecti-
cutl Busine Association
should start spending its members’
inoney investigating the insurance
indusiry. U arency
in the insur uld be a
{resh start,

Instead, we will probably see more
of the same; the CBIA and insurance
lobbyists presenting their legislative
“wish list” and taking their pound of
flesh out of Connecticut individaals
by cuatting benefits to those tegiti-
mately injured, standing in the way
of rolling back slashed benefits and
trying to cap the insurance industry’s
financial responsibilities.
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